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POLICE, GLOCK PISTOLS 

589. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:   
I refer the minister to her recent purchase of 3 000 new .40 calibre Glock pistols for the Western Australia Police 
Service.   
(1) Is the minister aware that the same model pistol, which has a safety catch located on the trigger, was 

responsible for 37 accidental shootings within two years of its introduction in New South Wales and 
Queensland?   

(2) Is the minister further aware that of those 37 accidental discharges in the eastern States, one resulted in 
the death of a police officer and many others resulted in very serious injuries to numerous police 
officers?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(2) I thank the member for some notice of this question because it allows me to put on the record a range of 

matters regarding the safety of Glock pistols.  Members will be interested to learn that more than three 
million Glock pistols have been distributed worldwide in over 70 countries and are used by more than 
500 law enforcement agencies, including the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Drug Enforcement 
Agency.  In Australia, some 25 000 pistols are currently in use by the New South Wales, Queensland, 
Tasmanian and Northern Territory Police Services and the Australian Federal Police.  In short, the 
Glock is internationally recognised as one of the best pistols available.  Our Government is committed 
to giving the members of the Police Service the equipment and resources to do their job safely.  Over 
the past two years, we have provided the Police Service with an additional $70 million to ensure that its 
members have the necessary equipment to do their job safely.   

Following a coronial inquest in Australia, which highlighted that pistols are a more appropriate weapon 
for police to use, our Government acted swiftly to implement the replacement program.  That is in stark 
contrast to the former Government, which had in place a 30-year replacement program and left police 
officers juggling three different kinds of firearms.  That was a logistical nightmare that put officers at 
risk.  Those members who were in the House a couple of years ago will remember the questions I 
asked.  I found out that the training was way behind schedule, which we fixed.  One of the priority areas 
for the tender process was, naturally, the safety mechanism on these guns. 

Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  So that we do not have to hear any more nonsense from the member for Kalgoorlie, I put 
on record that the Smith and Wesson revolver that police officers have been using has two safety mechanisms: a 
hammer block and a trigger guard.  The Glock pistol has four safety mechanisms: trigger safety, firing pin safety, 
drop safety and a trigger guard.  Police officers attend a three-day training course and are not permitted to carry a 
Glock pistol until they are proficient.  Officers attend a requalifying course every six months to ensure their 
proficiency. 

The member for Kalgoorlie might like to dwell on the fact that although there have been some 37 accidental 
firings of 25 000 guns in New South Wales and Queensland, there have been 19 accidental firings of 3 000 guns 
in the past seven years in Western Australia.  If the member works out the percentages, he will find that the 
Smith and Wesson pistol is not standing up to the Glock pistol.   

Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  If the member for Kalgoorlie will not stand corrected by me, because he is wrong, he 
should stand corrected by the Commissioner of Police, whose media release I table now. 
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